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CRAPSEY 

NOW FIGHTS BACK 



Declares the Church It Not IV 
Plays Favorite — A I ways 



EVEN THE THOUGHT OF 

GOD IS IMMORAL. 

(MEPBODTJCSD.) 
Inspired.apparently, by li Is free 
to speak out his beliefs without I 
passing on the clerical laws of 



chut 



ay. 



Rev 



Dr. 



irk.iM. 



the 



dogmas of 
a lecture a 
That ihf 
pressed in 
Christian < 
enough lor 
of the present age and that the doc- 
trine of original sin 
the principal points in his address. His 
theme was, "The Moral Breakdown in 
the Churches." 

ence to a certain scene in Athens ii 
the days of Alciblades. When that 
brilliant politician 
llant debauchee of a certain banquet 
was discussing the religious conditions 
of his time, certain young men who 
were present were deploring the de- 
cay of religion in Greece, but Alci- 
blades said not so. 

Having just returned from Corinth, 
he Mid, "Never before have there 
been so many women consecrated to 
the services cf t.:e Goddess of Love, 
and never before have the young men 
at the country resorted more eagerly 
to the sacred groves." 

"The writer who records this event 
was, if I am not mistaken," said Dr. 
Crapsey, "the immortal Plato himself, 
,jvho saw nothing 

■ ■.,t xafam b 

that we call religion 
morality are not always In accord. 

"It is true that, at the time of Alci- 
blades. these religious observance.*, 
which a-e to us so shameful express- 
ed the current morality of his day. 
But morality was then outgrowing 
that phase of religious observt 
the men were beginning to be ashs 
of prostituting their women to 
services of their gods, and from 
time on there was a growth of the 
moral sense that was in increasing 
antagonism to the religion of the peo- 
ple. The antagonism began to grow, 
until at last we heard the prophetic 
saying: "God hath not called us to 
uncleanliness, but to holiness." 

"It is a very common error which 
holds that religion is a guardii 
morality. Just the opposite Is 
Morality is a guardian of religlt 

"There are no emotions of met 
mi ihe sexual emotions, which neeit 
to be kept more sternly under 
power of the conscience and guarded 
more exactly by the power of reason 
than the religious emotions. 

' Man's religious nature is in Its es- 
sence unmoral, if not immoral. In the 
name of his gods he has committed 
the greatest atrocity; has been guilty 
as we have already seen, of sanctified 
uncleanliness; has sacrificed his 
and his daughters to devils; has 
lind the righteous thinking to do God 



CRITIC MAKES 

STRONC REPLY 



Answers Miss Laura Groh and Sets 
Up Plea For Freethought Against 
Free Action. 



Some time ago a correspondent - 
Laura Groh, I mink it was— deplored 
the tendency 0/ the Blade towards So- 
s to her and kindred 



ciallsm, and It 
Its of, 

addressed.' There was a time, h , 
too. labored under the ill,. slop 
ire andundeflled, 



buBd temples to the deities. 

Our Thoughts of God Immoral. 



tlanlty, but we fail to 
our own religion there are conceptions 
which the enlightened conscience of 
today condemns. ihe underlying 
thought of God in the Christian dogma 
is immoral in its na 
God as being In a 

"We are told that ever since the 
year 4000 B. C. God has been angry 
with man because of the sin of Adam. 
Now, anger is a debasing passion. 



and If this be true of man. It mm 
equally true nf God In whose likeness 
man is made; 4000 years of anger 
would be to change any God into f 
fiend, and the God of the Westminste: 
Confession who Is in this perpetua 
state of wrath. Is. as Dr. Carter says 
'not a God, but a fiend.' 

"Such a God cannot command tin 
worship of a soul that has itself dls- 
carded the-passlon of anger. Cruelty 
Is also an attribute of God as He Is 



represented to man in the dogma of 
the Church. St. Augustine devotes 
1 w 0 books of the City of God to prove 
that God can keep, by His Immortal 
power, a body of flesh in eternal exist- 
ence in order to torment that body in 
the everlasllng flames. Now a God 
who would do this would certainly 
ovtotrrl) the devil. 

Represented As Having Favorites. 
"This whole notion of a God of ven- 
geance has been outgrown and our 
isclence condemns Him. 
'God is also n pn scnic! in the dog- 
ma as having His ' favorites amoM 
cblldn i of men, giving to some and 
with, milling from others, without 
rhyme or reason, except His own will 
!easure. Such partiality upon 
the part of a human lather is always 
MBMUTtd, and that which we condemn 
1 man we cannot allow in Ood." 
Dr. Crapsey then went on to say 
la« not only was there Immoral cop 
■ptlon In regard to the Deity, con- 
ilned in too dogma of th« Christian 
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THE RELIGIOUS 
MAN IS DANGEROUS 

When the Crusaders Cut the 
Throats of Turks They Did 
God's Work-We Are All 
Too Cowardly To Be 
Decent Men and 
Women 

God As An Old Gent Is Christian Idea 



an ascetic. I am a voluption. I avoid 
eating meat because it is a nasty thing 
to do; I avoid drinking whisky be- 
cause It gives me unpleasant sc 
Hons. 1 always live the pleasantest 
sort of life I possibly can, and get as 
much pleasure out of it as I can. What 
I like is life itself, and that, of course, 
j Is the genuinely religious view to take. 
Life is a very worthy thing; it Is a 

I want to show you tiiat there Is 
something to be said for the num who 
Is religious only on Sundays. For In- 
stance, all the chivalry of Europe went 
over and made the crusade and attack- 
fd the Mohammedans in order to res- 
cue the Holy Sepulchre. That showed 
that the Crusaders were really religi- 



ORGH BERN AID SHAW.. 



The doctrine of original sin, as It 
Is usually expounded from the pulpit, 
insulting to human nature, and 
tends to nourish Impure conceptions 
of the nature of man. Without his 
fault man is brought Into the 
world by a process which his religious 
teachers tell him Is essentially un- 
clean; tiiat because of this uncleanli- 
ness he is damned before he is born. 
Continued on Page Four 



Very few people realize how many 
curious and trashy things they believe 
and really Imagine that they are parts 
of their religion, although they have 
nothing to da with religion. They 
only the imagery of religion am; 
mains of it. We not only bellev 



e hard 



We 



re all 



vay s believed tiiat God 
was an Old Gentleman. If you read 
your Bible you will find that there la 
a place in It where In the old Hebrew 
l«gMd Ood spoke out of the burning 
bush to Moses and said: "I am that I 



He 



ml 



•tight 



Idea that this is God. and the perfectly 
natural opinl.11 that this force, which 
Is un evergrowing force. If it Is to be 
typified at all must be typified as that 
of a comparatively young man. The 
thing comes to as as quite strange, 
and many people would have the sen- 



same way you can attack him without 
injuring his feelings. In any case, he 
is a dangerous man, and what use hi 
will make of this conviction anil power 
depends a great deal on his brain and 
conscience. There is nothing that 
appeals to him more than the number 
Of people who go about in the world 
■ad apologise for everything and say. 
'I did my best and acted according to 
my conscience." if a man asks me, 
Shall I act according to my con- 
science." I say to him. 'For good- 
tess sake don't, unless you have a 
/ery good conscience.' 

The one thing you will never be able 
o get In this life Is any simple rule 
if c nduct which Will guide you 
hrough life. The Golden Rule is that 
there Is no Golden Rule. The Phari- 
sees imagined that they did everything 
when they obeyed the Ten Command- 



THE 

WIKDJF COD 

Torrey's Attempted Definition of the 
Holy Ghost Comes In For a Sound 
Castigation at the Hands of a 
Competent Critic. 

BLADE SHOULD HAVE A 

CORRESPONDENT IN CHICAGO. 



(BY joh 
r Editor: — 
tomu Hughe, 



LAKKE.l 



necessity to cut the throats of all the 
Turks. If they had been more genu- 
inely religious— If the Turks had heen 
more genuinely religious— they would 
have found that they hail practically 
the same religion, with the exception 
of points on which they might very 
lly have agreed to differ, and that 
a was a great deal of work for 

You must not suppo s p that because 
the ordinary man is not religious— be- 
cause he does not know that he W 
an Instrument In the hands of 
Larger Power— you must not forget 
that all the time he Is an instrument 
In the hands of that Larger Power. 
(Continued on Mage Four! 



SAMPLE 

OF BIBLE DEFENSE 

Would Undertake To Protect the Holy 
" Book From Assault and At- 
: An Answer To the 47 
uts To Be Cracked. 



Vood and . Drawer 
Of Water and ('utter of Ice, Greetings 
and still more greetings:— Our mutual 
friend. Mrs. H. M. rioz, of Webster 
City Iowa, sent me the following clip- 
ping, and requested me to preach to 
the faithful, anent the wonderful tid- 
ings contained therein. 

Defines "Holy Spirit." 
"Dr. Torrey spoke upon 'Names of 
the Holy Spirit.' and discussed the va- 
rious titles and appellations under 
whlcn the Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghost, 
has bnen known since the dawn of 
'hrisrianiiy. He took the position 
that tne Holy Spirit might well be call- 
I'd the 'the wind of God,' a great wind 
of purity and holiness, sweeping upon 
its believers In every corner of the 
earth. He urged his hearers to open 
their hearts and souls to this mightv 

itmtf 



I. The 



It takes a wind to cati 
excerpt is from the Ch 

Dr. Torrey is one of those fellows 
who knows a lot about things that they 
in abject ignorance upon. One flf 
inspired forerunners said poetical- 
the wind hloweth where It llsteth 
no man knoweth whence It 
cometh, nor whither it goeth." but his 
beautiful poetic faculties did not re- 
to him that It was the Holy- 
Ghost that he was apostrophizing so 
y. Dr. Torrey has by his lucid 



mid 1 



itlemen with the beard ii 



what 



religi. 11 



1 to at least a mlniir 

•estlgatlcn into the why's and 1 very eagv 1o R< , t SUPn an 1(k . a . because 
erefore's of suppression fully cin-| yoll Vl . r) . S1 .i,| ( , m s ,. t , a religious man. 

vlnced me that the root of the evl!j T; . ere ar( , ,„„ nially religious men or 

lies as deep as private ownership In women | wll | m; , m ,-ven In this 
le means of life. j country— but there are not very many 

That "pure and simple" Freethought (l( t i u . m fn lhe w hole course of history. 

has served a useful purpose, none will an() [ am no , stlro ,| ia , j, i s nol occa . 

deny, but since with the passing of the a i,„ la n y a good thing. 

church It no longer tnreaten any vest- , w ,„ nlVt , ,,, show yoll tnat al . 

ed interests, it is now becoming qalto 



with the more serious movements 
such as Socialism. Free Love or An- 
archy, is looked upon as quite harm 
Thls kind of Freethinkers ate 
all right as far as they go, but they 
1 utterly oblivious to the fact that 
he battle front has changed from the 
religious to the economic field, am! 



Is n definition of rel 
I think you could ut 
Empire. I know by e> 
is perfectly possible to get 
of different sects into a room and de- 
liberately set them talking of religion, 
although they are persons of the most 
rtolenjl sectarian differences. If you 
could once get ti:em on the highest 
of them in the whole course of history, plane of religion, they' will begin to 
and I am not sure that it is not occa- .alk about It, act only with extraordl 
slonally a good thing, nary enthusiasm, but with perfect 

I will have t., show you that, al- agreement. One of the difficulties that 
though t. e religious man is a very all really earnest ministers of religion 
wcnderful person he is also a very have Is that th.y cannot get their 
dangerous person. Let us see If we congregations to understand how little 
can get any definition of a religion' difference here is between them and 
man. I will give you my definition. other persons who belong ^> othei 
If a man has a constant sense sects and other congregations. Your 
amounting on his part (o a positive congregation almost always expects 
knowledge, that he is the natural in- you to hate everybody who Is not 
strum, nt of a Power which laj\ unl- ver> much religion in them and that 
sal Power— of ihe Power which the writers have no Idea of what re- 



Sh giving publication <o tne tall 
\g. By giving it in its original 
orthography' we do not. intend to 
humiliate the author, but simply to 
draw attention to the fact that the 
more enlightened advocates of Chris- 
lanlty refuse to defend their faith 
leaving that to such whose enthusiasm 
leads them astray.— Ed. 

I read your chalenge In the Blade | an 
date Dec. 2. 1906, haded, 4'. u.its for ] soi 
christians to crack, tnen you say the (if 



ated the universe and brought it 
irounti an equauy man planet, cnarm- ln(0 belnK _- an ,i ,hat he is not in the 
•d by their erstwhile enemy even in W(JI ., ( , ,,„. n|| ow „ mimiw purposes, 
leath. All "pure and simple" Free- b||| thu is „,„ | Mlrulnen4 of that 
hlnkers are individualists and stand ,,„„.,.,.._.,„,„ rna „ ls a religious man. 
tor an economic order 4hat damns the „ doM m „ matter wneth ,, r he be- 
greater portion of humanity to a life ^ in „ le r( .„ plon , lf Jonah and the 
of degradation and want. In this re,| whaU? an< , , np elepllant s , all ,,ing on 
spect they are no better and no worse 



Idea means. You will also find that 
there Is a very wide feeling in this 
country that any man who makes an 
attempt to believe religion as an every 

lay force is a man who ought to be 
suppressed. 

A man knows that he has religions 



utles 



llllir: 



t hide-bound religionist— . 



nv mooter} so long as the condi- 
; under which we live are such 
the great majority of our people 
t prostrate themselves before a 
small possessing class in order to ob- 



it he hi 

belief, he May believe as much as be business. He says. "I cannot always 
likes In all the legends that ever ex- ne bothered with religion, and there- 
sted. I fore I want a particular day set apart 

The Tragedy of Coward ce. to keep It holy." You set that day 

The real tragedy of human character apart, and 1 will go and be religious 
s human cowardice. Althi ugh we air as far as I can on that day. and In 
<eep up a certain pretense that we order to avoid any practical conse- 
ire brave men. we all know perfectly | quences. I shall also agree not to do 
ivell that we are not brave men. A any business on that day. I must do 
nation will allow anything to be snid all my business on the six days and 
ibout it except that it has no courage, all my religion on the seventh, and 
The reason of that is that the nation then they will never come Into con- 
finds that It has M courage, and no tact, and If you will come down hand 
. men with any sort of courage at all. some for your churches, pay your 

llustratlon of what a progres- R ^ ( neoMMry thing because »tlp Is and put coins In the collec- 

ement ought to he. let us ,.ke . wj( ^ U| „ W( „„ (1 not , lv „ a sln . ,;„„ „ ov " 

Mom <>f machinery. In the „ „ m ,„„ of , am a perfectly reckless Sabbath 

ofthcmachlnewesceth.it It Mw rnn mvr W ,,,. M h| , n|n ovor ),,.,., k ,.,. , ,. |v ,,„, , ano , iQ a „ 
been only a question of in- j ,!„ f ,!„„ r ,."„' „'„. '»,„„,„" ,10,'.,. ti,., P ,^ = „„ ,i„, 1 

creasing the number of machines of 
rather with the a 
le machinery to It 



sisttibly 



volutin! 



' and that "faith 



I is dead." 



challenge is to orthodox. Whicn 

mean to attack orthodox or chj 
Hons Bible sludence If you mean to 
attack the bible I am ready and anx- 
ious to defend it that It is a harmon- 
ious whale and that Its author ls god 
Jehovah an all will all powerful 
loving and Just creator of all things 
so far as orthodox is concerned 



in a dream" still puz- 
zles us. If the angel had but stepped 
out of thp Josephean dream and 
and spoken his piece, we would have 
stood by that angel until Gabriel 
blows "The Wind of God." says Tor- 
rey and he speaks as one with the 
weight of discovery In his make-up. 
Morse, Farraday. Newton. Franklin 
even our every day friends, Edi- 
an,] Marconi. g„ bag your heads! 
hat avail are your little r, 



do ing with unseen elements. I 

pmi Torrey. Gentlemen. I appeal to 
you. living and dead, do not claim any- 
prior rights in this momentous discov- 
ery." You lost your chance and the 
superior mind of the great Torrey 
ind picked up this tnlng. 



Ud no man 
thought of 



ether and 1 



lycholog 
r 4 out 1 



™ li'-n « e come to think of It, the 
bole, "H. C." and the cardinal 
point N. E. W. S ." fit together, chem- 
ically like a horse s hoof In the mud. 
It Is as simple as A B C when N is 
•ev aleil. under inspiration, by the 
tireat Torrey. Alexander can no 
longer i.ear the prefix "Great," nor 
the affix. "The Great." Both go with 
!li.> dtvtM right of discovery. Torrey 
H tjM greatest evangelist of all ages. 
He has converts enough to his credit 
to give him all the "stars" of the 
tiniiainent. not otherwise appropriated, 
to stud his celestial cifown. Who 
adamac death by that man Jesus Christ more fitting than he to have the 
the second adam the second port) c heavenly hot air reveal itself to' 
man. who gave himself a ransom cor- Dear Jim, 
sponding price tasted death for every ting Jealous 



error and establish truth If so meet 
this which Is my chalenge that I defl 
the world to refute in answer to your 
questions I will say that they are DO) 
put in proper form take queestlon 1 
do you mean as orthodox do eternal 
torment, the bible teaches nothing of 
the kind but it does teach a second 
death Rev 21-8 for the wilful wicked 
after being restored back to perfection 
which will be a Just penaly for suet 
people. 

questions 2 and no 3 yes 4 god loves 
all and has redeamed all from the 



death will nol 
•e to lM>th the ri 
;ed S ans god does no 

ft ans no Ii the blbli 



II self , 



And while you cannot 1 



^rfect 1 



uifactu 



and more effective machines. In like 
manner we should not be satisfied 
with merely Increasing the number of 
»f "pure and simple" Freethinkers, but 
should, like the machine, "use our own 
dead selves as stepping stones to high- 
er things." Thought Is useful on t ae 



iio a deeeni world wtoM people 

prepared to run very considerable 
risks for some purpose that is outside 
themselves, and what really will nerve 
a 'man, as history shows, what will 
turn a coward into a brave man. is 
this heller that he is an instrument of 
a larger and higher power than h'm- 



■orld break. Monday 1 always like to hat 



analysis It is e 



but 



a little religion on every .lay of 
life I may not sanctify Sunday by 

koeplni ti holy in tin- ordtaarj wtst 

tha the man in the financial district 
does but in the ordinary way I don't 
secularize the other days. I find I get 
en better when I get my religion 
sprea<l over the week. When yon Bad 
self. Anil he will not only do very ...1,1 of the really religious essence of 
wonderful things in the direct ion that religious life, religious life is a happv 
are self-sacrificing anil great, but he life. 

will do other things. He will cut your People have the Idea that because I 
throat without noting you. and in the don't eat meat or drink whisky I am 



use of your get- 
is of Torrey. There Is no 
u Doe. Wilson to swell him- 
prlde and pretend that he 
saw it first. Torrey has got one In 
on him. A. Johnson need not pride 
himself upon expert knowledge of 
teachers nothing of the kind 12 dtrtae earthquakes, for this Torreyan dlscov- 
Justice does requare afllctlon of pain ory takes the cake Even Mrs Henry's 
In some cases I answer you why do spectacles did not show her this thing 

you punish > our own children for cor- ud „,,„,, ,„„ , h(> 

rectlon II ans god has saved nil men ,pfte it is not ihe fault of the 
bot oot oured ans . , „u,i , „ in a „. , , n eVl , hilll lnat 

restortu oat k to tneir original pe.tei- , ,,.„, , (ll(lll . hls mnnlBI that wav, onlv 

tlon Acts :!-!!> toe man will be Mi own „, v a m ,„„ t , unP ,, Vl , of anytnlnK 

free moral agent as adam was in the u slll , st;lntial as w|m| of ^ |n 

beglnlng he will then have his choice eoBJWcOoB with the Holy Ghost I 

life or death \C ans yes he willth not W;K walking al, ng the ste'eo i.reeiolce 

the death of any man but that a„ 1)f a v„,d .„d S.n/.n^^SS 

should turn and live 16 ans yes 17 , lf „„. ,, s ,,,, f()r t)u , " L 

ans no 18 ans no nor does his word wh , u , ' supersedes' 

teach that they will be 19 ans he did me . of ( , )llrs „ „ m you ^J^™ 
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THE BLUE GRASS BLAD E 

at Lexington, Kentucky, Erery Sunday 

and edited by CUrlee Chilton Moore up to 
nil death. February 7, IK*. y 



solution of life's problems ia not to he found in 
the pulpit of the amen corner. 
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• he true it 1 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES. 
By mail, poetpaid, 11.50 per ynr, in advance. 
Trial iubacTiption 15 cent* p.r month. 

All foreign .ubucription, postp.id, $2.00 per year. 

Five new lubecribera aent with one remittance »t 11.00 per 



ADVERTISING RATES. 

AU. ADVERTISEMENTS of whatsoever character, accepted 
will be published at the rate of $1.00 per inch per 
.....nth. unle» by .pecia.1 contract, when other and bet- 
r ratet wUl be quoted upon application. The pab- 

tS h ff T A<L h * rigbt to reject ,ny and 

GENERAL BUSINESS RULES. 

ALL SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Blade will be discontinued at 
the eipiration of the term for which the »ubsc- : -"- 
bas been paid up in advance. The address .lip 



ove that Cod Ainu t hty i 
dreadfully slow to permit Lucifer to become lord 
pnramonnt of all the gleaming worlds hy persuad- 
ing some poor, miserable, little son of Adam t<> 
work bis toes on Sunday to danee with the girls ami 
play euchre for a five-eent cigar. Would it not 
be well could all the blabsten and bobblywocks 
l>e induced to play Judas after the betrayal.' 
• • • • 

JUST ONE YEAR AGO 

One year ago last Thursday, by t lie day of the 
month, February 7, Charles Chilton kfoore, the 
founder and editor of the Blade, passci 
dark river into that great oeean of etr 



ten i 



, ]el 



< bark hi 




SHOULD ANY SUBSCRIBER ehaosre his or her address. »d 
viae this office, (riving both old and new. and the Blade 
will be aent to the new ad.lres., aa desired. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade i* at 6R West 
Short Street. Islington. Kentucky, to which all Free 
thinker, will be given a hearty welcome. 

THE BLADE is entered at the Po.tofflce. at Lexington, Ken 



Joy inspires. 

• • • • 

Envy enervates. 

• • • • 

Be yourself not for yourself. 

• • • • 

HOW did you like your Paine issue? 

• • • • 

A minority right is better than a mojority 
ivrong. 

• • • • 

tap at conclusions is a poor way saving the 



nd where they who have crossed are 

hy backward look or sisn to divulge ihe 

the BOfllll ami the shroud. 

One year ago, at about this time, or a few days 
followiBg .Mr. Moore's sad death, we assumed the 
editorial control of the Made :iii<1 how rail we 
have managed it daring that period our readers 
must be left to judge. 

ders of every periodical know that their edi- 
mly a limited hu- 
lcss perfect. Un- 
tural that some 
lumns and some- 



impossible to him unless speech went with the grub. 
Some Christians, not very many, however, are 
known to mumble incantations over their food both 
before and after taking, but medical science has 
i nt yet been able to determine its precise effects on 
the process of digestion. An imprecation might 
bays equally as good effects upon hoarding house 
hasli as a prayer and in our judgment the boarding 
house biscuit has sent many a man out with a 
string of cuss words that would reach clear across 
the continent. 

Bishop Hendricks uses, as an illustration, the 
fad 1 ii.it savage man ate in savage silence, then 
refers to Christ at the supper table as snowing the 
Ant introduction of the custom of talking while 
r t}, e eating, The Bishop is not very familiar with his 
ni,, Bible for we are told that when the ancrels of the 
Lord visited Lot he took them in and fed them and 
() \ ,. I hat while eating they discussed the Lord's inten- 
tur „. lion to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. It is true 
(den thai when man begins to talk while he eats he is 
,.. ,,f advanced in civilization, but it must largely depend 
l port the subject of his conversation. In modern 



Christian homos 
in this ' 



they seldom discuss religion and 
>s of hum 



the i 



errors should creep into tin 
times things may be said, words Spoken, that might j' 
have been better left unsaid, unspoken. None the 
less we ha\e tried to do the best we could, the very I 
best of which we are capable, to the end that th 



portant will be his table talk. Mother Grundy 
I • i" disCUSS the latest scandal in her neighbor's 
family ami lay bare the secrets of the hearth with 
•iii h coloring matter as may suit her tastes, and 

Mrs, Grundy is nothing if she is not religions, nay. 

orthodox. The sewing circle afforded excellent 
3pportunities in that direction but they grew so 



ndah.l 



that the community became shocked and 
t of fashion. 
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•rpetuated as an ever tiring monu- 
ory of him who first gave it life 
this be done our effort will not 



]>"— rs<inu a smattering of knowledge, should ever 
hold up Christ as the king-pin of table talkers. Had 
be uttered words of wisdom, of deep thought, of 
jreat intellectuality, even admitting the story re- 
lated of him to he true, there might have been some 
ground for the assertion to be accepted as being 
partially true, but not a solitary truth fell from his 
iips ami the escapade at the supper table is the only 
instance on record where he ever ate with any 
other person, while we are assured that he onee | 
cut forty days and forty nights in the solitude of. 
i,e wilderness without any food at all. The life of j 
Christ was the very opposite of hospitality. As a| 
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There is no more ignoble slavery than conviction 
surrenedered to policy. 

• • • • 

In every work of genius we may recognize bur 
own rejeetcd thoughts. 

• • • 

Paine memorial issue is in pamphlet form which 
can be had for ten cents. 



this is the first year of our steward- 
u been pleased, satisfied with our 
effort ? We have striven to make the Blade a fo- 
rum for the people upon which to ventilate their 
ideas and give free expression to their fMithoughtl 
that make for progress and happiness. At .times 
ideas will be ventilated with which the editor, in 
penon, does not agree, hut to keep the Blade free, 
this should not prevent their publication. (Then a, 

man or woman has a good thing they ottsrht to be ™1« w " s »"™ morose. He was „e,c, 

able to tell it and the eolamns of the Blad< have »" to<tal *» in a g° 0,, > henrt >' Un *k Think 

been thrown open to all shades of opinion y hi ther of Chauneey Depew and some of his jokes and it is 
political, religious, or social. impossible not to laugh. There may be found more 

Passing over the past twelve mcnths, in rem- *-"'»»»'« liospitahty and cultivation in one of 
ipeet, W« cannot say that the Blade has advu M < l'="i>.cey s si ale jokes than in all the life and ca- 
very far, financially. True, we have poured a ,v " r of Chnsl DUt together. 

number of new subscribers and our eircnlati .,. bas W " *** forced to the conclusion, however, that 
increased to a slight extent 1 ut we have al o ,, ; < liri-tianity is in dire need of some new feature to 
some Names were upon our mailing list. of some| mRke 11 l )an out lon » e" 0, w- rh to r:iisc ■ few mort 
who took it just through their personal ward for dollai. "nd doughnuts when grave and reverend 
the late Mr. Moore and the majority of thane fell|W*0P" can indul K? in such intellectual tommyrot. 
away. Some felt that under its new mam gemenf 
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Verily the professional preacher is hard pressed 
: and this latest from Hendricks indicate that the 



leads to the inquiry 
wife intends to giv ipT. 

• • • 

Chicago boasts of a m I who supports a wife and 
fifteen children on sixtj « nts a day. hut he doesn't 
own an automobile or an opera box. 

• • • • 

That Philadelphia preacher who concocted a 
plan for making the world good in twenty-live 
years is already putting in a great deal of over- 

t me. 

>ew Yorker who proved he could live on 
Dents a day and left $200,000 to his heirs 
- it lo see how they have improved on his exp. ri- 
. I by making the $200,000 look like thirty cents. 

• • • • 

Decapitation is said to be remarkably successful 

in China in the matter of preventing financial looses 
by failing bankers. It may not be tails they win 
but it is certainly heads they lose. 

Finale of the Hoosevelt-Storer farce comedy 
proves that the American people do not yet approve 
of mixing religion with politics. This was also 
demonstrated a few years ago when the A. P. A. 
was kicked into kingdom come 

• • • • 

A truth of the Christian system of religion is 
dependent upon the "inner-conscience"' of its sub-j 
jeets, but it's falsity is amply demonstrated by the 
•'outward facts" admitted by reasoning men and 
women and its failure to produce that for which it j 
was originating. 

Christian worshippers mistake belief for positi 
knowledge, miracle for reason. Take away the 
miraculous, the superstitious, the false, and Chris- 
tianity would have nothing left. Some people think 
they "know" but in truth and in fact they merely 
"believe" and are unable to discern the difference. 

• • • • 

Hah and poor meet on equal terms at the portals 
of the tomb. For one as for the other Apollo 
hangs the evening sky with banners of burnished 
gold. Nine centuries' hence the dust of the mendi- 
cant will have mingled with that of the millionaire 
and the posterity of present monarchs may have to 
creep through life as paupers. Most pitiful failure 
in the world is the man who succeeds only in mak- 
ing money. 

• • • • 

Could the church members know that every pic- 
ture on the stained windows were but ij inL r rain- 
bows intended to deceive, painted by the devil's 
own artist, that the cash may be extracted from 
them to keep some preacher in idleness and luxury, 
what a difference there would be in the morning. 
For all the money they have given not one has yet 
been measured for the angelic pinf.athers. The 



ing convinced, that the Blade is destined V> keep 
hammering at superstition's doors, their lluty is 
plain and further explanations are unnecessary. 
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but we are happy to state that the vast majority 
have stood heroically hy it and to these we no* 
U-xtend our warmest thanks and praise. It was a 
new undertaking for us. Frankly, we did not 
know whether we would succeed or not. It was in 
the nature of an experiment with us. We were 
determined, however, not to give up without an 
effort, and that effort has been successful. 

What we desire to impress upon the minds of our 
friends now is the 
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our cause, the liladi 
out a proper patronage. 

If you approve of our policies and believe that 
our efforts are deserving, strive to make Che circula- 
tion of the Blade, during the present year, double 
what is was last year, and our success is more than 
assured. 

With this we extend our l.early thanks to those 



ed the 



and to 



who lone stood by us in this year of doubt and 
struggle. 

• • • • 

I According to the recently expressed views of 
i Bishop K. R. Hendricks, of New York, th • scrip- 
tural character known as Jeans of N'ay.atvih was the 
[legendary forerunner of our Chauneey DepeW. In 
'other WOrda, we are asked to believ 
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certainty that our Chauneey was the last. Judea 
may be able to claim the originator of the habit 
but America caps the climax. The Blade makes 
this assertion in spite of the declaration of Bishop 
Hendricks, that "Christ was the greatest of table 
talkers." 

Why should such a distinction be conferred upon 
the Nazarene and our Chauneey not even mention- 
ed in the list? If history speaketh true, and by 
this the Blade means religions history, Christ only 
talked once while eating and that in a life of 88 
years, while our Chauneey talks more than 3;! 
times in one month. To eat in silence while seated 
at a well filled table is" not in strict accord with 
the make-up of Chauneey. He is so (tiled With the 
arts of eloquence that he could give Christ cards 
|nd spades and then beat him out on natural points.' 
Chauneey would rather talk than eat and it is laid 
that his loquaciousness has led him to get np from 
the table only half fed. Digestion would be almost 



TO THE WISE 

We have frequently urged upon our friends that 
to I the I'dade into more American homes, a trial 
subscription to a number of intimate friends and 
Acquaintances is one of the most useful and most 
important methods of carrying it into practical 
effect In this connection permit us to direct atten- 
tion to the communication quoted below as being 
pertinent and timely: 

Sioux Falls, S. D. 
• las. K. Hughes— Enclosed please find $1.50 
and please send the Blade to addresses en- 
closed lor one month, etc 

Yours very truly, 

W. A. LORD. 
We have preferred to use the letter here rather 
than in the letter box because of its deep import 
and real missionary value. It contains an argument 
I'm- genuine propaganda that cannot be answered. 

It shows an appreciation of merit, and an abiding 
Onfidence in the Blade'i supreme ability to plow 
its own way through the fields of ignorance and 
nperstition, of course, we cannot at this writing, 
estimate the value of the experiment, hut it is is a 
i presumption that one or more of the friends to 
whom the Blade is to be sent on this request, will, 
aft r reading lour issues, desire to continue and if 
. nlj one new reader is addded to the Blade family 
it has done that much good and won another hu- 
man heart to freedom's glorious cause. 

I bis is the plan the Blade has sought to impress 
upon the minds of its friend. All of our readers 
not imitate this laudable example. Some are 
excluded through poverty but there arc enongt 
Freethinkers in the land possessing wealth suffici- 
ent to have the Blade sent to hundreds on such I 
proposition. Did We have the means at our com 
mand we would would send out a thousand extra 
copies each week to new names but such an experi- 
ment is entirely beyond our resources. 

What we wish to suggest is, how many are there 
and who will be the next to emulate the example of 
iur correspondent from Sioux Falls? 

• • • • 

CHRISTIAN FIGURES NEED REVISING 

Years, nay, centuries, if you please, of Christian 
teaching and preaching, have resulted in an utter 
and signal failure. The world has not yet been 
v. on to Christ and it is making no serious effort to 
olimb .Jacob's ladder in the hope of taking a snoo;e 
mgly organ 



pla. 



the 



rifti 



id fui 



iclc 



ing Qod of the Christian faith and in the years to 
eoaM our near posterity Will be able to gaze upon 
its wrecked altars and ruined fanes. 

W hen properly given figures may be made ex« 
tremel) interesting, Some philosopher has said 
' it 1 ""ics do not lie, but we presume that largely 
depends upon the nature of the example given. As 



a rule the Christian sects are largely given to exag- 
geration when supplying figures to make known 
their relative strength with conflicting sects. Re- 
ligioua statistics must always be taken cum grano 
sails, but we accept, for the time being, some of 
the figures furnished hy the Christian World. 

In round numbers the population of the globe 
may be set down at l.r.00, 000,000. This includes 
all races, all people and all religions. The total 

□umber of Christians claimed is given at 500,000,- 
000, or lees than one-third of the world's popula- 
tion. Prima facie this would appear a tremendu- 
0US gam when we consider the fact that these 
Christians have been made in 2,000 years, but the 
figures claimed are subject to an almost intermin- 
able division Mtid subtraction that, after all, the 
show is not so big as it is made to appear. By re- 
ducing the figures given to their proper ratio, the 
number of Christian adherents become mighty 
small potatoes. 

Take first the United States. Here we have 80,- 

000. 000 and only about 80,000,000, as shown by the 

different denominations, really claim to be Chris- 
tians. This is only about one-third of the popula- 
tion of our country, but it is grossly exaggerated. 
Sunday-school children and even dead people, as 
Wei] as people who have no faith in Christianity at 
all, are counted in the total given. Properly sift- 
ed the figures would show much less than one- 
. bu d of our population. 

England is less than half Christian, and the same 
maj be laid of Italy, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, 
Norway, Sweeden and all the Scandinavian coun- 
tries. France i s , wholly out with Christianity and 
yet her population is counted in the total. Even 
.n Russia the church is losing ground and there 
are today multiplied thousands of Freethinkers 
m the Muscovite Empire. In the newer countries 
Preethought has made enormous strides. Free- 
thought societies abound in them everywhere. Reg- 
ular meetings are held and Rationalist doctrines 
Openlj proclaimed. Despite this fact the Free- 
thinkers are all included in the general claim of 
500,000,000. The world knows that the church has 
absolutely no power in France, mighty little in 
Germany, and it is rapidly going to the wall in 
L Recent events have shown that the 
istian sentiment is growing more and more 
1 in the Latin countries as evidenced by 
mm ir public demonstrations and legislative enact- 
ments. 

' ban I" What conclusion are we driven? Simply 
this, that the Christian claim in regard to the 
total number of its adherents is but a stupenduous 
falsehood and capable of being proven so. Divide 
the total number given by four, subtract the ana- 
wer from the dividend and the quotient would be 
m mi h nearer to the truth. 

• • • • • 

READ BOTH SIDES 

No intelligent man or woman can intelligently 
accept or reject any theory proposition until he or 
he has fully examined into ami investigated both 
ides. This is such a self-evident proposition that 

e above ^^sW is equity applicable to' Fr^ 
Ihinkers as to Christians. As every orthodox be- 
dever should be able to give a good reason for the 
faith that is m him, so the Freethinker, who rejects 
the Bible and God should be able to give an intel- 
ligent reason for liis mental attitude upon them, 
[nveetfgation is Reason's lamp. It brings all things 
into the crucible. It leaves no doubt but gives 
onviction, It impels a more intelligent conception 
of the mailer inquired into. The man who will 
■ it ovestigate is I moral coward and he who will 
lOt reason is a slave to bigotry. 

It has doubtless been observed by many of our 
eaders that we have commented quite frequently 
ipon the icliuious crisis in France. We have given 
free run to our thoughts and free expression. The 
mbjeet is of sueh vast importance that we have 
risked Criticism upon the frequency with which 
,vo have discussed it. Such an issue as this is too 
important to be lightly treated in that it points 
sonelusiveiy to the trend of modern intellectual 
thought as drifting further away from the church 
mil church influences with each sueeeding decade. 
Naturally, the Blade has discussed this issue from 
the viewpoint of Freethought. This is the only iu- 

1. rest We can have in it. 

On another page in this issue we have published, 
in lull, the encyclical of the Pope addressed to the 
French clergy in w hich he advises them not to sub- 
mit to the edicts of the government. The Blade 
gives it space that its readers might know both 
sides, and not. after studying it, taking it for all it 
is worth: they will he hound to admit that after 
all the French gOTemment was absolutely right in 
the step it has taken. 

There is nothing in the Pope's letter to justify 
even the slightest modification of the law. On the 
eontrary, its tone of defiance is such that the gov- 
. rnment of France is more to he commended for 
its action. 

The Blade refrains from further criticism in the 
BO] e and belief that our readers will analyze the 
letter and ire know that their conclusions must be. 

• • • • • 

f RANCE ABANDONS RELIGIOUS MOTTO ON 
HER COINS 

I. a Belle Frame has manifested its determination 
not to yield to the blandishments of the Vatican 
anfi in answer to the arguments advanced for a 
reconsideration and mollification of the Separation 
law. the government of the Republic has caused to 
be eradicated all references to the deity from the 
.•..in of the realm. In this the United States might 
lind a v,ood example for while our coins bear the in- 
M i-iptioii "In God we trust" it is a lying declara- 
tion. 

American Freethinkers can rejoice in the knowl- 
edge that the government of France has dropped 
from every coin the "God protect France" motto 
which the influence of the clerics has- placed there 
and the burning, living, moving and breathing 
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motto of Ravolntonary times, "Liberty, Equality 

md Fraternity" is to be substituted for the former, 
orders having been niven to the dire. tors of the 
Freneh mints to so govern themselves accordingly. 
Tliis is as it should be and when Americans can 
cease to yield honingc to a gross superstition by 
dropping the "Anno Domini" and the "In God we 
trust" notions, they ean breathe the same air of 
freedom our French brothers and sisters enjoy. 
The New fork World, in tm editorial on this 
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of irreligion in France," and assert that it is the 
'•must radical ant i Christ ian innovation it is par 
excellence. Having gone this far not let the French 
government abandon the christian calendar and 

Commence I new system of dating or chronicling 
events as they did a century ago and begin once 
to date from the "year of the Republic." It is a 
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help along the cause and get in on the ground 
floor. 

Some profess to believe that spirits possess the 
power of what the profession term, second-si^ht. 
The public has long been sought to encourage the 
game by a liberal donation to push it along. Sec- 
oml-sieht is never used and the revelations never 
made except for spot cash. If the scheme were 
true and could Prof. Hyslop prove it to the satis- 
faction of Wall Street, a syndicate would be orga- 
nized uutanter with a billion of capital, instead 
of a million, and then Hyslop would be sure enough 
power in the land. Of course the syndicate would 
demand that an advance ticket service would be 
established as a quid pro quo. Such a scheme would 
beat advance cotton and sugar reports from Gov- 
ernment Bureaus hollow and the game would be 
played out to the end. 

As matters now stand we are compelled to wait 
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nating from conspiracy and treason, ean ever sub- 
vert the French nation trOH its accepted course. 

Contrast this with the effort of the National Re- 
form Association, Melting under the euise of "Re- 
form" to Eoroe God into our constitution. It 
simply Rrgaea that as (Jod is incapable of taking 
care of himself he must nee, Is depend upon hu- 
manity to take care of him. Even in the present 
use of the Christian system of chronology, so-called, 
the nation is but taking a calendar invented b} 
Dionysius, while the letters, "A. D." now meaning 
"Anno Domini" or in "the year of our Lord," 
were invented by a German emperor in the sixth 
century to denote the successive number of years 
that he had reigned. Our "in God we trust" is a 
delusion, a mockery, and it is false. Even the 
very Christian world trusts more in the dollar than 
it does in its God. Churches can be run without 
God, but they can't be run without the dollar. 



When the world has adopted higher ideals than 
those taught by the professors of the religion of 
Christ; when success is no longer a synonym for 
vain show; when the man of millions who toils and 
wails for more is considered mad; when we realize 
that all the world's wealth cannot equal the 
splendor of the sunset sky; that even omnipotence 
cannot recall one wasted hour; why, then there 
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On this subject we feel like reproducing what 
the world had to say as furnishing some food for 

thought, by comparison. Commenting upon the 

religion! customs of the days gOlM by, it says: 

"Most Christsian nations preserve some refer- 
ence to God on their coinage, whether in the form 
of the British "Dei Gratia" or our own "In God 
We Trust." It has become a religious convention, 
a survival from the time when the protection of 
the Deity was invoked for private no less than for 
public enterprises. Did not the old Dutch binder, 
Jan Boschaert, bind his books "to the greater glory 
of God?" British bills of lading of less than a 
century ago contained the invariable formula, 
'Shipped by the grace of God," an 1 concluded, 
may God send the fjood hhip to her de- 
in safety." Every captain id' teVs<' 
'.Master under God for the pr^nt 



The pious onl phraseology is not 
irrelevant. Similar motives have 
French to expunge the name of th. 
their coins. 

SPOOK HUNTER WANTS A MILLION 

Prof. Jaa. Hyslop, an Eastern spook doctor, has 
made the very modest request that he be given 
one million dollars. The Blade is of the opinion 
that he ought to have it. Any man having the 
courage to ask for it should get it. If the Bible be 
true he will gel it for therein we are told that 

we have but to ask and we shall receive. 



e permeated the race 
nnd the brotherhood of man without any so-called 
fatherhood of god will be upon us. 

Some wise philosopher once remarked that there 
was nothing so cheap in this land as intellect, and 
his conclusion is eminently correct. Even at the 
butcher shops brains are cheaper than liver. And 
yet, how often have we been told that in the battle 
:>f life, brains are more powerful than bullets? Of 
Sonne a man may possess brains but not know how 
to use them. But few brains are required to suc- 
cessfully run a gospel mill and this will account for 
the cheap sort of sky-pilots that infest the country 
these days. Brains founded this republic and it 
will require brains to keep it from going to hell in 
a hand-basket, if the Blade can read the signs 
i right. 

• • • • 

It takes the preacher to explain the Bible but he 
ought to produce some sort of a Daniel, or a Jo- 
seph, to explain the explanations. The several 
commentaries that have been written on this book 
are more exasperating than the prophecies of the 
Pythoness. After all it is a serious question with 
many as to which of the two evils they should trive 
to avoid, the orthodox heaven or the orthodox hell. 
The answer given is that the Lord made and said 
some things which he did not intend we should un- 
stand, which, being true, we must ask, how the 
devil can they understand them and why should we 
-"-■y^-tii"") in i 



THE POPE'S LETTER 
TO FRENCH CLERGY 

Stung By the Separation Law He 
Advises Resistance and Awaits 
the Verdict of History. 

Advttea from Rome say that the 
01 ton Romano, official organ of 
tl e Vatican, today published the text 
Of a Most important encyclical 
dressed by the Pope to the French 
Catholics. In this document, which 
was addressed to "Our Venerable 
Brothers, the Cardinals, Bishops and 
Clergy and the French people" the 
Pontiff said that his chief object in 
addressing the faithful In France was 
mfort them in their sufferings, 
which iie felt deeply. There was, 
however, great consolation in the fact 
that the Catholics of France were 
united. The French government's 
declaration of war was not only 
against the Christian faith, but against 
all spiritual ideas. The French Cath- 
olics must be prepared for all sorts 
of triaii, but they were certain of final 
victory. This meant the maiLteen- 
ance of their union with the Holy See 
which was of the greatest importance 
as shown by the efforts of the ene- 
mies of the church to dissolve this un- 
ion. Contrary to the statements made 
on the subject, the church did not de- 
sire a religious war, involving violent 
persecJtions. Being a messenger of 
peace and carrying out her mission 
loyally, the church did not willingly 
expose herself to war and persecu- 
tions, as she did not desire to see her 
childrm suffering. 

Regarding the ecclesiastical proper- 
ties, the encyclical said the Pope had 



de-christianlze Fwe without attract- 1 soil was the greatest Infldel or \gnoe- 

Ing too closely the attention of the tic that ever lived. 

people. If their course was really I like to read the editorials In the 

popular as they pretend It in they Blue Grass Blade. They are Juat 
Id pursue It openly and tfke all splendid. The article, the Reign of 
the responsibilities." King Humbug, by J. B. Wilson, la one 

Instead of against the ri. In- tide of the best articles I ever read. It 
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ment attempts to throw the re^ponsl- Trip tp Rome, ' so p'e; lc find Inclosed 
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not abandoned them. The French \ prem 
government had imposed on the Cath- 
olics of Prance an organization which 
the church ivjs abso.utely unable to 
accept without imperilling her exist- 
ence as a divine institution. The 
chnreli could not prevent the unjust 
spoila Ion in progress. As for the 
proposed cultural associations they 
were contrary to the ecclesiastical 
hleararchy given to the church by the 
rlivinef founder himself, the Pope con- 
demned them in spite of the material 
Injuria* Involved at' the hands of the 



Roman pontiff would have done It. 
The high office with which Heaven 
Invested us, as well as our faith in 
Christ, determined our line of conduc 
and we could not have acted other- 
wise without betraying our conscience 
breaking the oath we took when 
we mounted the throne of St. Peter. 

'Therefore we await fearlessly tho 
verdict of history which must be that 
with our eyes fixed unceasingly on the 
transcendent rights of God, we did not 
intend to humiliate the or it power 
a form of government, but 
only to safegruard the spiritual tem- 
ple of Christ. 

What we demanded and demand 
for the church, of which Plane* i ; tlM 
eldest daughter, is n sped for her 
hierarchy, the inviolability, of her 
property and liberty. If that h 
granted the religious peace would not 
have been disturbed; and the day our 
demand is heeded, tho longed 
peace will be restored. 

"Assured in advance of yi.ur I 
nanimous generosity w did sol I 
tate to tell you that the hour tor 
rifice had struck and to recal to 
world in the name of the Mastei „. 
All Things that man hero below must 
have a goal above the I 
things of earth and that God honored, 
oved despite all hit su- 
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The encyclical eonehtdi ■ 
"In full confidence that It 
Immaculate, daughter of Our Ft 
mother of the world, spoise of the 
Holy Giw st, wll obtain fcr you from 
the most holy and adorable trinity 
better days, f 
hears we give 
and the wnol 
benediction." 
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world that "n 
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the law conferred on these 
is attribute* regarding both 
te of worship and possession 
llnistration of church property 
which! appertain alone to ecclesiastical | and 
authority. Finally the associations 
are nbt only withdrawn from ecclesi- 
astical Jurisdiction but are placed un- 
"* tuthorlty." 

the Pope said : "We 



than the occurrences of everyday life, 
and that the supreme, inviolable joy 
of the human soul on earth Is to ac- 
complish Its spiritual duty at all costs 
thus, In spite of all, honor, serve 
love God." 



The Ring of Truth and Freedom. 

Rockvlllo, Idaho.— Find enclosed J2 
Mae i h M to my B. G. B. account, 
think the paper more than worth 
le ad\anced price, so Bro. Jim, If I 
ion Id lie ■ little negligent again, you 
" ■ n a s':erllT after me and 
lek, for you would be do- 
ig right. You can get no fas* with 
ii ■tOf my paper, for I 
link it Die strongest and most ration- 
1 "i" fm thought, Justice and 

Of any paper In the United 
[•tat I • Sis where. Yes, please put 
n lor Otto of the memorial 
■ the hi to Charles Chilton 
1 MOW , t .c treat emancipator of hu- 
la vary, who spent the best of 
his life's strength both financially and 
!!;■ in advocacy of human 
What a noble, undaunted 
ini tio hen with nt cost of fear, 
e opened hi; batteries directly 
j.-.alnn the fortifications of supersti- 
i BUU as no man Lefore has 
The great Bruno, Paine, 
lacersoll and all such men notwith- 
»*0 are so noble that hu- 
manity forbids detraction of one sin- 
Ele l-etai from tiieir laureled brows, 
I heir pvriod, their tme. to 
do good for the human race r 

' Isom* ifs, while Moore accepted i 

l I ' life fight was to the very 
j'ollc •"•open book, read who may. 

Be ft Bed the common from every 
i le. the Iron bound grasp- 
him- ' r ' " s of tne ,oatn some penitenti- 
al ar >' faultere.l, charge him with 



the other world. As he docs not say "which" other 
world, he leads us to infer that there can be only 
one. lie speaks of "the other" as fixed and defi- 
nite. In a mild way he Ultimate! that he does not 
refer t" Sd r . which is well, for there would be 
little to gain iiy getting a menage from Man when 

Nicola 'JVshi has already began a correspondence 
with tbiit planet. 

The Blade has no way of knowing just bow 
Prof. Hyslop proposes to accomplish with merely 
one million dollars, what investigators have failed 
to accomplish in one million years. It docs seem to 
us that if the ghosts are really willing to come out 
of their hiding places and be counted, at the same 
time give us a few reminiscences of their expe- 
riences since they h it this particular sphere of 
action, are they not just as likely to do it for love 
us they are for money? Hesides, in what way does 



. Believing that our Paine Memorial issue was one 
of exceptional merit and qualified to be used as a 
means of distribution that the American people 
may be permitted to learn the truth concerning that 
champion of human rights, we have printed 1,200 
extra copies which can be had for five cents each 
or six copies for 25 cents. 

We also desire to announce that we have decided 
without waiting for promised subscriptions, to put 
all the matter contained in that issue into pamphlet 
form to be sold at ten cents each or twelve copies 
for one dollar. 

Both the Blade and the pamphlet should be freely 
distributed. Were we financially able to give them 
away we would gladly do so, but as we are not, we 
Oiler them for sale. They are now ready and orders 
sent in for either will be promptly filled. We are] 
now publishing two thousand copies of the pamph- 
let and with articles from the pen of Mr. Wake, 
man, Mrs. Henry, Dr. Wilson and C. Amory Stef 
ens, they should find a wide distribution all over 
the country, to say nothing of the productiou of 
John F Clarke. 

In regard to both the Paine Memorial issue and 
the pamphlet the first to send for them will be th. 
first to be served. 
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What goo 
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pass eurr 

spirits i 



nl to 



the 



doUai 

ioks to 
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would 
ill the 



•epl A 



money? Han t lice- 



nced for money at all? Can they spend it if they 
do get it? What could they buy with it? Or, 
perish the thought, is it the Professor who really 
Wants the hum' greed Snd to dO the spending? 

We are informed that the particular institution 
of which Prof. Hyslop is the head, already has a 
nucelus of $25,000 paid in to be used at his dis- 



lf 



lot \ 



If the 



sts can be bought out and 
he would let them know that there would be an- 
other 975,000 waiting for them upon the first posi- 
tive information, they would Impart, they would 
quit hanging back and come into the light. The 
expenditure of what lie has wotdd be evidence of 
good faith and convince the spirit- t'uit he meant 
liiisiness. Further, he would be p rfeetly safe in 
making them such a promise for once a sure line 
of communication is established our millionaires 
would tumble all over each other in an effort to 



wait t 

Tfeil is the Christian way. The Rational way 
live always in heaven, if it be a place of happim 
and to strive to build that heaven here and n 
instead of waiting for it in some life to come. Did 
all men ami women feel this way our old earth 
WOtdd now be a paradise which they would never 
Want to 'change or swap for any other. Heaven 
and hell are of our own building and we live in 
them according to our conduct and what we do. 
• • • • 

What a noise is made when the pent-up force of 
a stick of dynamite exploded by a shock ! Then 
how much more should we rejoice when the reli- 
gious bound mind is set free by a process of health- 
t'u! resounding? The way to begin is to first get 
rid of the divine crutch and go it alone. This 
gives confidence and with that much gained the 
other will speedily follow. Only the free tire toleti 
nand the tolerant must be free. One implies the 
other 



It has been said that 
we refused to approve in France what 
we have already approved in Germany. 
But this reproach is unjust and un- 
i & for while the German law Is 
leraaabte on many points and was 
only accepted 

er evils, the P ituatlons are most differ- 
ent. The Germans expliclty recognize 
the Catholic hierarchy, which the 
French do-s not. 

"As to the annual declaration re- 
quired for public worship, It did not 
offer the legal guaranty that the 
church had the right to expect. 
Nevertheless to obviate worse evils 
t ie church might have tolerated mak- 
ing ii clarations, but laying down that 
the clergy shall be only occupants of 
the churches, without any legal 
status and without the right to per- 
form any administrative act in the ex 
erelse of their ministry, placed them 
in such a vague and humiliating posi- 
tion that the making of declarations 
could not be accepted. 

"It remains to examine the law re- 
cently voted by the chambers, 
the point of view of church r 'operty, 
the law Is a law of spoliation and con- 
Ifiscation and has consummated the 
pillage of the church. Although her 
I divine founder was born poor in a 
s i able and died poor on the cross, and 
[although she knows poverty from the 
! cradle, the property she was possessed 
of none the less belonged to her and 
t.i' en had the ritht to deprive her of 
it. This ownership, Indir putably hers 
trots SVeff point of view, has been 
oflicially sanctioned by the state. 

"The statement that the go-trnment 
disposed of the 1 
ties of the church Is a 
io spoliation. 

[he point of view of the € 



THE WIND OF GOD r r = • 

"»> cess of yourself and 

from lV.e one T " U I | fj| | —MM 

a loss of discovelyT ( 



ail faiil's and yet we have left one 
of t?io loftiest men of all ages. Can 
any liberal who has a spare dollar 
sink it in his trousers. I think not. 
Let us not only keep gr^en, but 
brighten the memory of hire that 
sleep -th, whil- his noble and Uithful 
hiindering down the ages. 

wishes for suc- 
paper. — F. P. 



P ill over such 

Jim, you send a Blade correspondent 
to Chicago right off and obtain an In- 
terview with the Great Discoverer and 
of the Holy Ghost. Why I ex- 
pect that that Wind has come in con 
tact with millions of damsels and vir- 
gins in its time and perhaps there ar e 
millions of Saviors running about 
loose. Perhaps all these preachers 
are little "Jesuses" trying to sum 
somebody, and like the one of GalHlee 
do not know how. Perhaps Torrey'.s 
'saved" are not "assured." Torrey 
while in London last year, got I 
stale, flat and unprofitable slanders 
upon the characters of Paine and In 
gersoll. Wm. T. Stead, of London, am! 
a Christian, called Torrey to show his 
hand, and told him to put up or fhul 
up. As he could not put up, Iv 1 ift 
England and some spicy derision, and 
came to America. Mr. Stead, in hit 
paper, showed that Torrey had been 
retailing refuted lies, but he has got 
the Truth now, the Whole Truth and 
Nothing but the Truth. 

Who can deny that the Hoi 
Ghost i God's Wind. As long as Tor 
rey has superseded me on the find I 
will turn the tables and "dlaeoi 
that God is the Holy Ghost's Win 
Pudding, bag, string and all even 
the cat that ran away with it. I kn 
you will want to know how . p 
that, Jim. Well, I wlu ten you ]ud Ij 
It was told to n o 



■neat 



Lett.r From An Ex Catholic. 

Smlthland, la.— To Any Minister, 

'riest or Preacher w] o art so anx- 
uus to save rouls I would that If 
ny such mind can tc'l me i:i what 
rsan of man the soul U loca^d and 
he constitution, size, colr.r ano aver- 
se vetght, I will join toelr church in 
ood faith and go out in the f.eld and 
it < r for the salvation of living souls? 

at. If any prelate can and will 
rate i.eaven. the d.stance an I the 
• if he will tell me what ii an 



let 



isles 



I fe- 



lales, what do angels feed on, if ma- 
• i an els. If not how can angels 
it' they . re not visible any 
« '1 SM they, any how, 
u i Vbal do thev eat If they do not 
it how do they exist and what for, 

'■ n me in a rational end reasonable 
■ ay I will become a convert to any 
ureh asked to? — DL, L. S. 3TOLL, 



Words of Wisdom. 



Ke> 



Vour favor of 
arrived, and I 



by a 



igel. 



Au revoir, Jim. 
From a Woman Freethinker. 
Penryon, Cal. — I write you • 
lines to tell you now that Ian I 
thinker from start to finish, i In 



of 1 



Those 

umgh 



for \ 



id dr, 



nd like t: 



very much. 



id i 



wist 



id c 



nth . 



seems that 

pi ogress and improvement is demanded in every 
department of human activity save in that of reli- 
gion. Any old religion, sered and yellow with age, 
sanctioned by alleged miracles and "ontaining a 
bill of Indemnity, will suit the fas" .ions taates 
of OirthodOX believers today. If it must live eve 
relgiou must progress or it will die. 



of uncertainty and arbitration. There 
Is uncertainty and as to whether the 
churches, which are always liable to 
disaffection, shall or shall not In the 
meanwhile be at the disposal of the 
municipality, with the consequent 
i»>-MMHty of c.nfllcU, in all parts of 
the country. In addition, the clergy 
are under an obligation to meet the 
heaviest expenses, while their source 
ol revenue are subjected to the strict- 
est limitations. The new law aggra- 
vated the law separating church and 
state. We can only condemn it with 
■red -Ion and withoMt ambiguity. 
Certain articles of the law throw new 
light on the real »lm oi our enemies. 
They wish to destroy the church and 



printed, for It tells the 
truth we need not s 
Hgions humbnggery 
Ply 



uch papers 

perstltlon and re- 
Religion Is si. - 



mm n bar io duly 

l Sl Uj tl an!< you for the 
M meant to write the article 
!. sag [.in ftfl writing you for that 
1 . lug to find tlnij to do it, 
at have been kept so very, vory busy 
lat I now see It is impossible to do 
sad have it come in time for pub- 
Itl i.. 40 I ho->=« you will excuse my 
slay and Inability to comply with 
ur request this time, which I ex- 
ledTsgty regret. 

asavy business responsible 
. i reettai on me, my time la thus 
It IreiD. being entirely my own, and, 
• i My. much I'd like to do is 



n,! Dr. Wilson are writing 

knee, oaty bo sure 



Christian fauaM- i omit denunciation of the 1 
clam. Or as D. M. Bennett called it Industrious, 
"Insanity." ft reslghted class who accumulate and 

I enjoy reeding what Dr., J. B. Wll- '". v up a little something for old tea, 
son writes, for he knows just now to d capital and thus become capl- 

show up the humbuggery of thing! ** hot for them, everything 

He Is a smart man. and Is nenrer like lid be wasted ami we would live 
Col. R. G. Ingersoll than any one else Ike wild Indians yet. Denounce the 
I know of. I wish there were lota unjust monopoBstis lnws that, through 
more J. B. Wilson's and Ingersoll - rial privilege, unduly enrich some 
For they are the kind of men that can at others' expense, but denounce no 
show up the humbuggery of the i I tor taking advantage of existing 
world. Of course there are uinti* Ddltlona. Monopoly, not capital, Is 
other Freethinkers who write goo,! >ur enemy. With best wishes for you 
for a be and yon* family's welfare and the 
Blade, sincerely I am very truly 

my estimation, R. G. lager 



7 



THE RELIGIOUS MAN 

(Continued From Page One) 



The mere fact that he does not know 



iking his brain move niiglity, 
his hand move steady, working toward 

It does not alter the situation. Voui the em] whlch ^ be ^ rea , liat|on 
need not Imagine that 1 want to try of Ood , n man navlug a man complete . 
and make you think uncharitably of , v wi , h a ,, enlllne , y Ood .i, ke 

all the people who are not quite so and 0wM , ke handg gQ ^ ^ 

religious as you are. 1 can well under- 
stand how any lady or gentleman 
would say, when 1 described the irre 
llglous man. "Ah. that's Jones!" I 



Uagi mischievous and obstructive as an example, though ii il equally 
ringing out all sorts of forms of life true of other industries. Were the 
> a form of owners of the railroads satisfied with 



the small cars, short trains and slow 
travel of years ago? Were tney con- 
tent with being as well on" as ever be- 
fore?" It Is quite a step from the 
twelve and fifteen tun cars of 25 
years or so ago to the 40 and 50 ton 



don't want you to be uncharitable to 
Jones, who might be an agricultural 
laborer or a business man. He might 
be following in his own blunt way Ml 
own Instincts; he might be doing the 
work of the I'nlversal Power, and 
might be doing it in a nwire efflclen' 
way than the man conscious of It who 



liing will be no metaphysical thing 
rlthout brain, but will be a thing Hv- 
Dg with the world and becoming flesh, 
hen I think that conception is some- 
hing to look forward to; and having 
that conception of myseif, I am thor- 
oughly satisfied with myself, although 
not satisfied with the limitations that 
here are to my power, nor with the 
great imperfections of my brain. 
How To Do God's Work. 



s of the 



of the c 



i s Is ;t 



o tn 



self-r 



first-rate man might 
thing to defeat the Pc 
lng o drive him. 

I am now going to say one or two 
things with regard to my own particu- 
lar belief. You might call it fantastic 
papers., I have more or less swallow- 
«r paradoxical if you read the news- 
ed all the formula 1 have been in all 



what 



a little. What I want people to turn 
over in their minds is this: Many of 
them call this great torce in the uni- 
verse God. I am not veiy fond of the 
term myself, because It is a little too 
personal. It is a little too close to the 
idea of the Ederly Gentleman wltli a 
beard: it Is more or less an element 
of idolatry to me. There is some- 
thing larger there than personal 
force. But even people who would 
agree with you there. I find, very 
largely still cling to the Idea that It is 
an Almighty force, that it is a very 
powerful, attracting force, that it is a 
force which can directly and imme- 
diately do what it likes. 

I want to put this question: If that 
force which most people call God, and 
which I will call God. for the purpose 
of this lecture — If God can do what He 



ling some-| work hftVe RQt <nat conceptlon behind 
lTJ them In one form or another. If you 
are to adopt this yon will have to east 
off a great many prejudices and a 
great many forms of thought. You 
must remember that what makes the 
conception of the powerful God. who is 
independent of you. Is the deslte of 
persons to shirk their responsibilities 
[and to make their religion to comfort, 
do not want my religion to he a 
I think oa the cnnlfort , „..„„ mv n ligiOB to be a 
self-respect and courage. 1 do not 
want comfort happiness or pleasure: 
I would rather he dead. I'ntll you 



this, 



number of cars 
Now. without counting the greater 
speed and better systematlzutlon, 
must be apparent that the productive 
capacity of the railroader has Increas- 
ed at least 600 per cent cent during 
the period mentioned above, yet we 
are told to hug ourselves over the 
fact that we are no worse, hut actually 
better off than we were 50 or 100 
years ago! Great Is the doctrine of 
contentment ! 

The true progressivlst Is like the 
scientific agriculturist. He is not con- 
tc nt with merely scattering good seed 
at random among "thorns 
places" and leave It to its 1 
minate or not, as the cat 
Nay. nay, he will first p 
soil the best way he knows 

roe. it lng a good yield. Socialism will 
clear the economic field of the rocks, 
thorns and thistles that to a great ex- 
tent prevents the seed of Frcmought 
from germinating, or if it does pa«s 
safely through the initial stage it 



in 



•ally 



of the 



?rsal 



else of His 



Kill! in 



r the mere 
ind will, th< r 



make such creatures as you i 
If He want His will fulfilled c 
why did He put Himself li 



purpose: until you come to understand 
that your barin is God's brain, and 
your hands God's hands, and unless 
when your brain and hands are worn 
out you are perfectly ready to say 
Scrap that old brain and all the lot. 
and let the life that is in hem go on 
o a young brain and young hands;" 
until you have come to this, 1 do not 
think that you have solved the final 
mystery of religion. 

1 have just been trying to show you 
one or two landmarks ahead: and if 
you say sincerely what you have fo 
•ay. your audience Is never shocked. 
Vou can think whether the world will 
be the better or the worse if it approxl 
maed to. my convictions. I think yot 
will even admit that, leaving out a de 
tail or two, the spirit of them Is really 
i he spirit in which perhaps all the 
In he empire and all the really 



t will never 
j long as we 



nn V?< may tak Fie 
we die from lockjaw; 
bear the fruit It should 
leave the sourc« 
—which is private ownership of the 
MUU "herein rill of us must live. A 
free access to, and an equal opportun- 
ity to supply our warns rrom nature's 
store-house will make freethought and 
free action a verity, but just as long 
as economic class-antaeonlsms exist, 
mere Freethought Is bound to he prac- 
tically only a dead letter. 



SAMPLE 



turnes it over to the father and he 
himself will become subject to the 
father ihen god the father of all will 



ni.h 



eye hath not seen nor ear heaid 
neither hath it entered Into the heart 
of man ihe good things that he hath 
In reservation Tor those that love him 
if you have any more nuts to orack 
just send another package and I will 
sure send you the curnals or If you 



liav, 



put I 



> chat 



ii this p 



Of thl 



ness of Jesus to the sinner. 

"In other words, tiod punishes the 
Innocent, and lets the guilty go free 
and He tells a lie in order to rloak tht 
guilt of the one who is thus favored 
To lay the guilt of Ihe sinner upon tht 
sinless is an active injustice, and 
therefore Immoral. To say that an tin 
righteous man is righteous Is not true 
be moral 
To Get Something For Nothing." 
We admli that behind this doctrliu 



ad b 



foolish men that say in their heart 
that there Is no god. 

if you print this reply pleas send 
nu- some copies Bad if you do the 
square thing I will subscribe for your 
paper. 




CRAPSEY 

(Continued on Pfefa Koun 




"This doctrine as it is usually talked 
has bred in the mind of the average 
I'rotestnnt that he can get something 
for nothing, and that notion run,s 

setting sin of this age Is the desire to 
get something for nothing, and for this 
he preaching of the evangelical is not 
a little to blame. If we can lay our 
sins on Jesus why not lay our share 
of labor upon the poor? That Is what 
we do every day of our lives, or. at 
to. If we can get heaven for 



why 



tlon of having to have that will fnl- effective men In the world are working 
filled by our action? You know what ! together at the present time, and it Is 
there is to be done by us in this world.! in all of hem working togeher ha gives 
We know that the world Is a very j ,, s gome rea i h ope or t jj e f uture 0 f 
miserable world: we know that what | humanity. 



know that even our most cons :;; all ;; critic makes 

ism about him. is compelled to tell you / (Continued From Page One) 



that the condition of the masses b 
enough to Justify a revolution. You 
have got to get rid of that Injustice 
and of that Iniquity and to turn the 
country Into a great, happy and noble 
country. That is Mm going to be 
done by anybody (MM yourselves. There 
is the dilemma. It has got to be done 
by our hands; why was it not done by 
God? 

The Will of God. 

I will tell you my belief on the sub- 
ject. 1 believe God, in the popular 
acceptance of the word, to be actually 
and completely powerless. 1 do not 
believe that God had any hands or 
that He had any brains. What I 
know he bad was a will. But there is 
no use having a will unless you have 
got hands and unless you have got 
brains. Then there came the proces- 
sion which we call evolution. 1'nder- 



w< can only become free o act out free 
thoughts when we are no longer de- 
pendent upon someone else for a 
chance to make a living. Private- 
property in the things that all must 
have access to in order to maintain 
life Is utterly indefensible alike trom 
the standpoint of vulgar necessity and 
from the standpoint of justice. If I 
am in a position through my owner- 
ship to trade on an other man's necesi 
s-tles; to exact a toll before he can go 
to work, and can refuse him work If I 
want to, then to all Intents and pur 
poses I own that man body and soul. 
So If you wain to make free thought 
and free action a possibility, «nen work 
and vote for Socialism which propose 
to glio each individual an equal oppor 
tunlty to supply his wants from the 
common heritage. Under Socialism 
every mother's child will get all the 
education that it is capable of assimi- 
lating Instead of having to serve as 
grist for the capitalist mill, as so many 
of the children, young women and 



kaowM ans he did not 21 aus ue was 
the first man that sined 22 ans yes 23 
ans yes Christ will have all men to be 
saved and brought to the knowledge of 
the truth 26 ans yes they was all lust 
until chrlst redeemed them 2" ans 
being saved from the adamiu curse 
which wa.s death and eternal salvation 
is two separate and distinct things M 

honest man and doing what is rig.i 



but If 

he h^te.s yolli 
ne leTe^ou^ 
he proved that in redeeming all 30 



i turn and do wrong he 



this 1 



i 31 t 



tlon as popularized by Charles Dar- 
win. You know tiie general doctrine 
of evolution shows you how It is that 
out of a perfectly amorphous form of 
life something which we always pic- |„ ,,„|. 1V " ftm when every lndlvld- 
ture to ourselves as a little speck of „ al )g ' pai . t owner ln tne meang „f 
protoplasm In a pond striving after pr0flIM . t|on and dlstr ,bution can each 
Mjfc» M4 M«Wf forms of life, ^ has >np (n)nk ^ m „ ke a ^ bumm 
"|i being. There will then be no ques- 
tion of free thought— when you no 



yes 33 ans no 34 ans yes but this kind 
of ponies men t is in the present life 
sickness pain sorrow and death of 
w hich was permitted for a lesson that 
mankind will never forget and which 
In due time proove to be a blessing 
35 ans BO questions 36, 37, 38. 39, 40 
are all ans in the above answers 41 
there Is a personal devil god made 
him for the purpose of learniiicy man 
kind a \aluable leson of which was 
ussary 42 and 43 ans yes there 
ben sin in the heaven mentioned 
In Rst. \2-l all during this present 
4?e but this heaven signifies the 
church which is represented as what 
growing up among tares until the har- 
vest of this age while now the tarers 
are being gathered and bound ln 
bundles deperat organizations, while 
the church or what is being gathered 
out therefore the war iias been going 
■ D (Of some time and Saten will soon 
be cast out of the true church or new 
heaven those that have the truth 
uilchael chrlst and his niessengeri 
lighting gainst the dragoon and the 
IracoOB lighting against them but the 
dragoon shall not prevail there he wIV 
turn to the inhabitants of the earth, 



thing so wonderful as men and 
women. That wonderful process 
God. It Is this wonderful will of the 
universe desperately struggling, mak- 
ing hands anil brains for Himself. Hav- 
ing tills will. He must have mate/Ial 
arms to grapple with that will. 

That Is the reason we have come 
late In existence. That is the reason 
brains and hands have been evolved, 
but they have only been evolved in 



longer have 

no oeeasii 
the only r 



I :h 



bend the knee 

earth there will be 
uppresslon. In fact 
iv thought and more 



o do His v 



If yo. 



do 



do His work, It won't be done. If you I ( 
sit down and say "Thy will be done," 1 1 
you might be the most Irreligous per- , 
son on earth. If you stand by yiurjj 
God and say, "My business Is tu doj 



I no argument against Socialism 
f that "the people are better off 
than ever before." 1^-t us grant 



of 1 



hands 



Will ■ 



"pure 



and I 



i Ao i 



llgi< 
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cloak for doing nothing, and you learr 
also to have a fellow feeling. Yoq 
learn also to have pity. If T had tc 
choose between those two conceptions, 
the common, conception of looking on 
a God who might have made a happy 
world, and who deliberately did not do 
it— if I had to choose between that 
conception and the conception of look- 
ing back on the ages having to Strug- 



, Freethinker or any other defender of 
the present order maintain that 
are, relatively speaking, even one- 
third as well off today as we were, say. 
a him lied years ago? Are we keeping 
step with the procession: are we re- 
ceiving a just Bhare of the benefits 
accruing from the gu±at industrial ad- 
vancement of the last and the preced- 
ing centuries, that Is the question? II 
w are not receiving a proportionate 
share— and it must be plain to every- 
one who gives the subject a mom. nts 
thought that the producers are not- 
then there must certainly be a screw 
Take the railroads 



greaiest time of trouble that t 
world has ever witnessed Rev. 13 11 
lb Daniel 12-1 because lie knoweth 
that be haili inn a short time for he 
will sown Be brained and the truth 
justice shall prosper for a thousand 
years and forever 44, 45, 46 and 47 I 
will ans at once and will say that 
Saten was once the brightest greatest 
and grandest of all the angels he was 
not tempted by sinful suioudings heav 
•B was .i holly place and is yet he was 
a holy angel at one time tiie reason 
he fell was because of his greatness 
land power it is a natural consiqu 
I that cannot be avoided except by 
| actual experience that every creature 
of Intelligence loves to rule and con- 
trol so he became so puffed up with 
pride that he began to believe within 
Himself as some children In do that 
he was more capable of running the 
business than his father and finally 
openly rebelled against him although 
there was no surounding evil of any 
Etede so the father just let him go for 
an anointed time for the purpose of 
learning mankind a valuable lesson 
while he rested from all his labors 
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now present the second time who 
bought the world with lis own blood 
Binder Saten and restores all th 
that Saten has pulled down he then 



"Now that there Is In man a ten- 
dency to evil is evident to us all. It 
is the drag backward, the tendency to 
retun to I lower estate of moral life 
UM that which man has. In his pres- 
ent life, attained. This is Indeed the 
consequence of his birth as a man. 

it Is ihe price he pays (or being a 
man. but to assert that this natural 
fact produces wrath ln a supernatural 
<!< d and the curse of Cod rests upon 
man because of it has no warrant in 
the nature of things. 

"The conception of the bird is a pure 
conception, and why not that of the 
man? Tiie child of a pure wedded love 
is a pure child from the instant of its 
beginning In the secret places of na- 
ture, and the Church should dwell 
upon that fact, rather than upon the 
other. 

Should Be Born Right First. 

"It should insist upon the privilege 
of every one to be born right the first 
time, and not claim to overcome the 
deficiencies of a first birth, which Is 
natural, by the magical effects of the 
second birth, which it clalmB to be 
supernatural. 

"This doctrine lies at the base of 
our failure to achieve any great good 
from men through the forms of our 
ChUreltea, We claim that baptism is 
the antidote for original sin, but to- 
day we SSS no difference between bap- 
tised^ an. I ihe unbaj 

[pTtefiT av 

but tha 

man's salvation lies in his power to 
love and to love purely. 

"The greatest symbol of joy given to 
us In the Holy Scripture Is the joy of 
the bridegroom with the bride and 
where sucn pure joy Is. there is no 
sin. 

"Another Immoral conception, which 
Is Imbedded in our dogma. Is the doc- 
trine of exclusive salvation. The say- 
•out of the Church Is no salva- 
is arrogant and false. At no 
>d in its history has the Church 
ided in its pale all the moral 
h of mankind. There have been 
as many good people outside as inside, 
ami it is not church membership but 
essential gooddness that saves. ' 

Dr. ( rapsey then went on to speak 
at length of t.ie immorality which is 
exhibited ln the methods of salvation 
as they are taught In the Churches, 
both Catholic and Protestant. He said 
that while on the Continent of Europe 
h« ba.l seen alms boxes over which 
were signs reading: "For Your 
Friends In Purgatory," and in these 
boxes he say poor women putting their 
alms to purchase the release of their 
beloved ones from the pains of purga- 
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much to confuse moral 
bring about the present state of moral 
chaos. It overlooks altogether those 
great sayings that a 'Man shall fi t all 
bread by the sweat of his brow.' What 
soever a man soweth. shall he rear 
also.' and it Is th-ough such tribuln 
tlon that he enters into the kingdom 
heaven." 
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WHEN IN SEARCH OF A DIAMOND 

! i ■ nt Ring, Diamond Button 

Ticket or Pin. don't you wish fm 
could correctly judge quality an. 
value and buy them first hand from 
the Cutters and Importers and thus 
save 30 per cent or tiie dealers' 
profit? 

This you can do if will confide In 
ard order of me. I am an expert, se- 
lect Diamonds with great care from 
largest stock ln Cnlcago. get lowest 
trade prices and best cash discounts. 
For my time and wo.k; for giving 
you the benefit of my 40 years' ex- 
perience as a diamond merchant. I 
will only charge you 5 per cent. No 
ieweler or catalogue house can com- 
pete with me. 

Send for price lists f Watches, not 
listed here, CL.tlns, Jewelry, Rings 
Silver and Plated Ware, Optical 



OTTO WETTSEIN, 



METHODS t 
The Organization into a Politic* 
Body. 

OF ALL MEN AND WOMEN WHO WOULD 
MAINTAIN THE PURELY SECULAR CHAR- 
ACTER OF THIS GOVERNMENT— 

defending/ the freedom of ipeech and pr*C 
is .cd before lcgliUtiv, bodfc. 




the. Initiative and Referendum. 
5. Py advocating- equal right* Mid Justice to ill— 

givlm- women an equal voice ln all govern- 
m-i.i,.l „ffuir<. and hy all other practical and 
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i & Crescent Route Wc Do Job 
on the first PRINTING 



TUESDAYS 

if each month to many \»>\ 
Booth 

Tor particulars 
call on or write 



H. C. king, I 
LEXINGTON - 



P. & T. A. 
KENTUCKY 



DEBATE IN PAMPHLET FORM. 

Just out, debate on the Bible and Evi 
luUon between A. A. Snow and t 
G. Wllkerson, 100 pages, 64,00 
words. Price 15 cents. Arkansa\ 
Traveler. New Hope, Ark. 



WAR! 

The Elgin and Waltham Watch 
Co.*s. have Indirectly declared war on 
John C. Dueber. of the Hampden 
Watch Co., and smaller comp3tltors 
Hy continually reducing prices they 
hope to drive out competitors or force 
them Into a Trust. But John C 
manv times a millionaire, who em- 
ployes Union Labor only— will not 
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gle moment tolerate it on earth. 
Salvaiion "For So Much." 
• If a man deserves his fate, he 
should remain In purgatory until he 
has accomplished his punishment. If 
he does not deserve his fate, to keep 
la purgatory for a moment is the 
grossest Injustice. 

"This whole scheme of salvation for 
so much has always been the schem 
b] Rrblea the practical Roman mind 
has sought to gain tiie favor of God. 
So many prayers, so many masses, so 
many journeys to this and that shrine, 
will gain fr»r man the pardon of his 
-in Walter Pater said of the old 
Roman religion, that it was some- 
thing to be done, ln such a place, at 
RtSfc ;i time in such a way. A salva- 
tion so purchased would be worthless 
use It would be the gift of s 
ivorthh is Deity. 

"On the other hand, the evangelical 
doctrine of the merits of Christ, as 
this doctrine is so often preseented 
by the evangelists. Is utterly destruc- 
I of any moral conception of the 
verse. According to that teaching, 
God leaves all of the guilt of the sin- 
ner upon Jesus, and -the sufferings of 
Jesus atone for the guilt of the sinner, 



now watches are actually sold far be 
low value. Note the lastest quotations: 
23 jeweled ,- Sp'l. Ry." $26; "New Ry." 
23 jwl's. $20; "John Hancock," 21 
jewels, $16.60. or "Dueber W. Co.." 21 
jewels, only $15. Above all in silver- 
ine screw case prepaid, ln 20-yea 
gold-filled case, $3 more. Every 
watch new from factory and guaran- 
teed to pass Ry Inspectors. 

The 1" Jeweled »iampden, adjusted 
$8; 17 jeweled, not adjusted, $7; 15 
jeweled. $6: 7 Jeweied, »4.50. In 20- 
year gold-filled case $3 more, all pre- 




UP-TO-DATE PAMPHLET 

»>N 

'MARRIAGE 
AND DIVORCE' 

- 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 
o, 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCkV. 



S coplea for •1.0B. 



CHICAGO GAVE DWELLERS 




320 Pages, Cloth, Cl.00 

POSTPAID 0\ = 

A Story of the Underworld 
and tho Ovirworld 

By f\irktr H. Strcombe, 



Chu 



iK a limited edition of 
r,;narkabli book will be 
ted. Each copy will be 
signed by Serconibe Him- 
self and automatically num- 
bered from 1 up. First 
orders in will get the low 
numbers in rotation except 
No. 1, * 



Address 

T TO-MORROW MAGAZINE, 

I 2238 Calumet A ve.. Ohloago, Ilk' 

\jo CENTS THE COPY. Si A YEAR._ 
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